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Welcome to 

Kawartha Lakes 
Explore Kawartha Lakes  

Regardless of the time of year that you choose to visit Kawartha Lakes, the 
attractions and destinations that await are plentiful in all corners of the region.  

From skiing and sledding in winter, to time spent on our waterways and 
recreational trails in the warmer months, outdoor enthusiasts can always find an 
activity that suits them. Our scenic roads and the Trent-Severn Waterway 
connect you to our many charming towns and villages. Discover what makes 
each of them unique while you shop, dine and experience year-round events and 
entertainment.  

And you simply can’t visit Kawartha Lakes without experiencing our rural arts, 
culture and heritage. Our museums, galleries, artisan shops and heritage sites 
are always opening their doors to curious visitors. There are so many neat places 
to visit in Kawartha Lakes, it can sometimes be difficult to know where to begin 
but the Arts & Heritage Trail will guide you and set the stage for an experience 
you will never forget. 

Share your experiences with us by using #kawarthalakes. 

Visit Explore Kawartha Lakes for more information, maps, and the tourism business directory.  

explore_kl explorekawarthalakes ExploreKL 
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About the 
Arts Heritage Trail 
Arts and Heritage Trail 

Discover the rich heritage and diverse artistic talent in Kawartha Lakes on the 
Arts and Heritage Trail. We invite you ‘select your own adventure’ using our Arts 
& Heritage driving tour map to visit cultural destinations that interest you – there’s 
so much to choose from!  

Come and explore our hidden gems and local legends. Visit our galleries, artisan 
studios and craft shops. Take in a performance or live entertainment, listen to the 
stories that shape our communities and reflect on the timeless beauty of the 
natural landscape. 

Immerse yourself in cultural encounters and learning experiences that make any 
visit unforgettable.  

We’ve categorized our destinations into four groups:  

Natural Heritage | Heritage | Culinary Culture | Art 
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About the 
Scenic Drives 

Spend less time planning and more time exploring by choosing one of our 
favourite Kawartha Lakes scenic drives as a starting point to experiencing this 
beautiful region. 

Touring the rural routes in Kawartha Lakes is a great way to get off the highway 
and see what makes us so special. Be sure to stop into our many country stores, 
farm stands and cafes – meet the locals and share your stories. 

Our 4 scenic drives in Kawartha Lakes each feature a spectacular stretch of 
vibrant colours, breathtaking views and unexpected hidden gems along the way. 
Every route is different, so drive, bicycle, or ride as many as you can. 

Combined with our Arts & Heritage Trail and the Kawarthas Northumberland 
Butter Tart Tour the Kawartha Lakes scenic drives create an experience to 
remember. Visit the tourism website Explore Kawartha Lakes for more 
information on all there is to experience in Kawartha Lakes. 
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About 
Heritage 

Our heritage and our stories are intrinsically linked to the landscape. The 
lands and waterways have been traversed for thousands of years. Many of 
our communities first sprang up along these ancient routes and some of the 
earliest edifices were built along the shores. As our population swelled, 
industry grew. We took advantage of available natural resources. 
Technological change and innovation created new opportunities and lasting 
consequences. Our history is one of triumph and tragedy, ingenuity and 
inexperience, perseverance and passion. 

Our stories reflect diverse backgrounds. We have come to Kawartha Lakes 
through different ways and for different reasons. Our culture, traditions, 
objects and memories have been passed down generation by generation 
leaving us with physical and intangible legacies. Visit the Arts & Heritage Trail 
to experience the places, artifacts, stories and people of the past and present 
in Kawartha Lakes. 

Settler School at Maryboro Lodge 
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1. Double Trestle Bridge- Omemee 

Doube’s Trestle Bridge is part of the Trans Canada Trail and is accessible year-
round by foot or bicycle only. The bridge is located approximately 1.1 kilometers 
west of the Trail access point on Orange Corners Road and 2.8 kilometers east 
the Trail access point on County Road 10. Park at the Trail access points on 
Orange Corners Road or County Road 10. 

Email: info@ktct.ca | Website: Kawartha Trans Canada Trail 

The famous Doube’s Trestle Bridge offers spectacular viewsacross the 
Buttermilk Valley. The bridge was originally constructed to link the rail line 
running between Peterborough and Omemee. During the summer of 1885, five 
hundred Italian immigrants completed the construction of the 700 foot long and 
40-foot high trestle, using only hand shovels, ropes and pulleys and muscle. The 
rail line was discontinued in 1989 and eventually was formally incorporated as 
part of Trans Canada Trail in 2008. 
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2. Omemee Downtown Walking Tour- Omemee 

The walking tour is self-guided and visitors can access information via the 
website 

Arts and Heritage Trail | Telephone: (705) 324-9411 extension 1498 

. 

Walk, listen, see, and sense the heritage of Omemee’s downtown on this self-
guided walking tour honouring our locals, our legends, and our lore. Print copies 
of this tour are available at the Omemee Municipal Service Centre. To receive 
this tour in an accessible format, please contact the Arts, Culture, and Heritage 
Development Officer (705.324.9411 extension 1498) or visit the website. The 
walking tour is self-guided and visitors can access information via the website. 

7 



 

  
 

 
 

 
 

 

3. Dromoland Orchard & Stables-598 Elm Tree Road, Little Britain 
Email: info@dromoland.ca | Telephone: 1-800-979-2913 | Website: Dromoland 
Orchard and Stable

 Visit the historic organic apple orchard, first planted in the 1850s by the Irish 
settlers who travelled across the Atlantic Ocean to Canada. They brought Irish 
apples, planted seeds and the trees have grown and prospered, and for decades 
have reproduced and thrived. Every year thousands of apple blossoms bloom 
with an unforgettable fragrance. Gentle horses and ponies graze, and there are 
scenic trails for horseback riding. Embrace this harmony with nature, pick a few 
apples, explore the Enchanted Fairy Forest, take-in the fresh air, open skies and 
local waterways. Trolley tours available. 
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4. Olde Gaol Museum- 50 Victoria Avenue, Lindsay 

Email: info@oldegaolmuseum.ca | Telephone: (705) 324-3404 | Website: Olde 
Gaol Museum 

Located in a historic Gaol built in 1863, the Lindsay Museum is much more than 
a jail, full of fascinating stories and unique regional artefacts. The Victoria County 
Historical Society dates to 1957 when a group of forward-thinking citizens began 
collecting, preserving, and sharing the heritage of Lindsay and the surrounding 
townships. Following the closure of the County Gaol in 2003, the VCHS began 
redeveloping the unique space into a museum—the fourth home of the VCHS 
since its inception. The old gaol’s doors reopened in 2011 as a museum 
dedicated to sharing community histories, including the social, economic, 
industrial, and political heritage of the area. 

Hours: May to October, Wednesday to Friday 10am to 4pm; Saturday and 
Sunday, 12pm to 3:30pm. November to April by appointment.  
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5. Lindsay Downtown Walking Tour- Lindsay 

The walking tour is self-guided and visitors can access information via the 
website. 

Website: Arts and Heritage Trail | Telephone: (705) 324-9411 extension 1498 

Walk, listen, see, and sense the heritage of Lindsay’s downtown on this self-
guided walking tour honouring our locals, our legends, and our lore. Print copies 
of this tour are available at the Lindsay Municipal Service Centre. To receive this 
tour in an accessible format, please contact the Arts, Culture, and Heritage 
Development Officer (705.324.9411 X 1498) or visit the website. The walking 
tour is self-guided and visitors can access information via the website. 
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6. Lindsay Old Mill- 14 Kent Street East, Lindsay 

In 1827, the Purdy family built a dam on the banks of the Scugog River – giving 
birth to the current Town of Lindsay, then called “Purdy’s Mills”. A much-needed 
sawmill and gristmill followed shortly after. The original mill was destroyed by fire 
and rebuilt in 1869. The existing architectural foundations along the river that you 
can see today once contained a stone flour mill and a lumber mill. A tramway 
was built across the river to the railway tracks. Destroyed by fire in 1978, the 
remaining structure has been incorporated into a park – remnants of a bygone 
age of rugged industry and dogged determination. 

Hours: Year-round. Park at Old Mill Park to view. 
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7. Boyd Heritage Museum - 21 Canal Street East, Bobcaygeon 

Email: info@theboydmuseum.com | Telephone: (705) 738-9482 | website: The 
Boyd Museum 

Located in the original Boyd Lumber Office built in 1889, the Boyd Heritage 
Museum explores the fascinating history of the Boyd family and local lumber 
baron Mossom Boyd. Discover the trials and tribulations of early settlement in 
Upper Canada, the expansion of industry, and the rivalry and race for natural 
resources. Learn about the area’s lumber and agricultural industries and how 
Bobcaygeon and its social and economic environment came to be. Adorned with 
original cabinets, fixtures, and vaults, the building retains timeless architectural 
characteristics that are a must-see. 

Hours: Please visit the website 

12 

mailto:info@theboydmuseum.com


 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
  

8. Kawartha Settlers’ Village- 85 Dunn Street, Bobcaygeon 

Email: info@settlersvillage.org | Telephone: (705) 738-6163 | Website: Settlers 
Village 

Step back in time to the 1800s and immerse yourself in rural pioneer living! 
Located on a once-thriving family farm, Kawartha Settlers’ Village features a 
fascinating collection of over 20 historic homes and buildings that have been 
relocated from throughout the region. Take a leisurely stroll through the Village 
and check out the general store, the dairy barn, the blacksmith’s shop, and the 
carpentry shop, or wander through an authentic log home complete with period 
furnishings, fixtures and artefacts from 1830 – 1935. 

Hours: May 1 to September 30 from 10am to 4pm daily. 
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9. Lock 32- 1 Main Street, Bobcaygeon 

Email: Ont.Trentsevern@pc.gc.ca | Website: Parks Canada 

Built in 1833, Lock 32 is the first lock that was ever constructed along the Trent-
Severn Waterway, a scenic 386 km route of interconnected rivers, lakes, locks 
and canals managed by Parks Canada that travels throughout Kawartha Lakes. 
Today, it is a popular place for boats of all shapes and sizes that travel from near 
and far to experience one of the most popular locks along the Waterway. 

Hours: Please visit the website. 
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10. Maryboro Lodge- 50 Oak Street, Fenelon Falls 

Email: curator@maryboro.ca | Telephone: (705) 887-1044 | website: Maryboro 
Lodge 

Originally the 1837 estate of James Wallis, proprietor of Fenelon Falls, Maryboro 
Lodge now brings the region’s history to life as a museum. Situated on the shore 
overlooking Cameron Lake, this historic home boasts original fixtures and 
elegant furnishings, and has a fascinating story to tell. Enjoy afternoon tea 
served on the verandah or under the Oak Grove. Participate in daily drop-in 
activities and hands-on programming geared for families and kids. Discover local 
and regional history through exhibits and displays on archaeology, local Ojibwas, 
settlement, the Trent-Severn Waterway, railways, domestic life, agriculture, 
logging, schools, education, fashion, communications, military and environmental 
history. 

Hours: Victoria Day weekend to the second weekend in June, 1pm to 5pm, 
Saturdays, Sundays and Holidays. Open third weekend in June to Labour Day 
weekend, 11am to 5pm daily. Open second weekend of September to 
Thanksgiving, weekends 1pm to 5pm. 
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11. Lock 34- 644-648 County Road 121, Fenelon Falls 

Email: Ont.Trentsevern@pc.gc.ca | Telephone: (705) 887-3001 | Website: Parks 
Canada 

Located in downtown Fenelon Falls on an island, Lock 34 provides a link 
between Sturgeon Lake and Cameron Lake, with a lift of 7.2 metres. Take a walk 
and explore the shore of Cameron Lake or the waterfall for which the town is  
named.  
 
 
Hours: Please visit the website.  
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12. Sturgeon Point Union Church- 119-121 Irene Avenue, Sturgeon Point 

Email: spa@sturgeonpoint.com | Website: Sturgeon Point Church 

The Sturgeon Point Union Church has been an important part of the Village of 
Sturgeon Point, providing a place of worship for residents and visitors for more 
than 100 years. The current octagonal timber building was designed by architect 
Frank Wickson and built in 1915 through the generous gift of Lady Flavelle. The 
church is constructed of Georgia pine, throughout, supported by a central pillar, 
and with bench seating for 250. The wide windows on seven sides let in the 
summer breezes and sounds. The church has remained independent, welcoming 
worshippers of all creeds. Services are conducted on Sundays at 10:30 am 
during July and August.  
 
 
Hours: Sundays at 10:30am for a service. Visitors are welcome to attend.  
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13. Cherry Tree Lodge—193rd Street, Sturgeon Point  

Cherry Tree Lodge was constructed in 1887 by William Alfred Goodwin (1840-
1940) and holds the distinction of being one of the first purpose-built cottages in 
the City of Kawartha Lakes. Not only does it exude with the historic charm and 
inviting atmosphere so emblematic of older cottages, it is central to the story of 
W. A. Goodwin, a 19th century artist, explorer and businessman who 
documented in pencil, oil, and watercolour the evolution of the Kawartha Lakes 
from its beginnings in the lumbering industry to the recreational destination it is 
known for being today. 

Hours: June 1 to August 31 on Saturdays from 12pm to 4pm. 
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14. Kirkfield Lift Lock- 2023 Kirkfield Road 6, Kirkfield  

Email: Ont.Trentsevern@pc.gc.ca | Telephone: (705) 438-3126 | Website: Parks 
Canada 

Designed by Canadian engineer Richard Birdsail Rogers, the Kirkfield Lift Lock is 
the second highest hydraulic lift lock in the world, with a lift of 15 metres (49 ft). 
The lock is situated at the highest point along the Waterway at 256.20 metres 
(840.5 ft) above sea level. It was constructed between 1900 and 1907 and was 
originally intended for commercial traffic. Today, the waterway is utilized 
exclusively by pleasure-boaters. Walk the grounds surrounding the canal or climb 
to the top of the lift to see it in action as it lowers or lifts boating traffic on the 
waterway. 

Hours: Please visit the website. 
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15. Dry Stone Wall- Balsam Lake Drive, Kirkfield 

In the 1860’s, George Laidlaw, a grain merchant, wharf owner, and railway 
promoter, purchased property on the western shores of Balsam Lake. There he 
built a homestead and ranch where he raised sheep and cattle imported from his 
native Scotland. He had carefully interlocked dry stone walls built to keep the 
animals enclosed. These are a common feature and design of Scottish farms. 
Three kilometres of these walls still stand and are visible along both sides of 
Balsam Lake Drive. Today, restoration work is being undertaken by Laidlaw’s 
descendants to restore the walls after the effects of weather and time. Enjoy a 
slow scenic drive past the walls, or park and walk the length of the road. 
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16. Kirkfield & District Historical Society Museum—992 Portage Road, 
Kirkfield 

Email: kirkfielddhs@gmail.com | Telephone: (705) 438-5454 | Website: Kirkfield 
Historical Society 

The Kirkfield & District Historical Society promotes the rich history within and 
including the areas around the Village of Kirkfield. Located in the former St. 
Andrew’s Presbyterian, the magnificent historical edifice was transferred to 
KDHS as a museum in 2010. Featuring beautiful stained-glass windows, the 
former sanctuary is now used as a performance space. The rest of the building is 
dedicated to museum space and features artefacts and exhibitions that illuminate 
Kirkfield’s heritage. 

Hours: June 21 to Labour Day, Thursday to Monday from 1pm to 4pm. 
Appointments can be made to view the museum any other time. 
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17. Austin Sawmill—5 Station Road, Kinmount 

Email: kinmountinfo@kinmount.ca | Telephone: (705) 488-2635 | Website: 
Kinmount Website 

Located alongside the old railway station in the heart of Kinmount, the Austin 
Sawmill was once a fixture of the area’s booming lumber industry. The first mill 
was built on the site in the 1890s and owned by William T. Craig and John 
Austin. In 1908, the original building burned to the ground and was replaced by a 
structure which also succumbed to fire in the conflagration of 1942, which 
destroyed most of the town. The Sawmill has been reconstructed and brought 
back to life with static displays that depict the milling processes used in the 
original mill, visible from a sheltered viewing platform. 

Hours: The sawmill is available to view year-round. 
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18. Kinmount Model Railway & Museum—5 Station Road, Kinmount 

Email: kinmountinfo@kinmount.ca | Telephone: (705) 488-2635 | Website: 
Kinmount Website 

The historic station is located on the banks of the Burnt River in the centre of 
Kinmount. Built by Sir William Mackenzie in 1858, it was once a busy hub for the 
transport of people and goods into and out of town. The building is home to the 
Kinmount Model Railway Society and the Kinmount Icelandic Monument. Wander 
through the station’s passenger waiting area, ticket office and baggage room, 
and browse life-size exhibitions. You’ll find the model railway displays in the 
former baggage room, scaled down to provide a bird’s eye view of Kinmount’s 
railway heritage. 

Hours: May to October, Thursday to Tuesday from 10am to 4pm. 
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19. Curve Lake Cultural Centre—1024 Mississauga Street, Curve Lake  

Telephone: (705) 657-2758 | Website: Curve Lake Cultural Centre 

The Curve Lake Cultural Centre is a place to learn and share in the history and 
culture of our people. Whether you are a visitor looking to experience a unique 
way of life or a community member seeking to reaffirm your own cultural 
awareness, the Curve Lake Cultural Centre is for you! Established in 1988, the 
Curve Lake Cultural Centre is dedicated to keeping traditions and ceremonies 
alive within the community. The Centre brings history to life and reaffirms one’s 
connection with all creation. Step into history at Curve lake Cultural Centre and 
immerse yourself in the diverse culture of the Michi Saagiig people. With 
artefacts and unique exhibits, we will take you into a world of storytelling, art, 
history and ceremony. 

Hours: Tuesdays during July, August and September, 2pm to 4pm. 
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Makers & 
The Arts  

Art and its inspiration is everywhere in Kawartha Lakes. You can see it in the way 
light perfectly reflects a clear sky and forested shoreline on the lake or in the 
autumn colours of our forests. You can hear it in the melodies of our songbirds.  

Our artists and makers are inspired by the beauty of the endless lakes, rivers and 
wild places that have carved out our landscape. They recreate and represent 
them in paint, photograph, sculpture, clay, wood, fibre, metal and more. Our 
performers present our powerful stories. Take in the expression and application 
of creativity and imagination in Kawartha Lakes and find your own artistic 
inspiration. 

Welding artwork at Garden Art by Sandy 
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20. Clayworks Pottery—112 Weston Road, Bethany 

Email: jodie@clayworkspottery.ca | Telephone: (705) 774-1095 | Website: 
Clayworks Pottery 

Clayworks Pottery grew from the rugged shores of Georgian Bay just north of 
artist Jodie’s hometown of Parry Sound, to the rolling hills of Bethany. Continually 
inspired by the landscapes of Ontario, Jodie’s pottery features images of wind-
swept Jack Pine trees, elusive dragonflies, and stoic wildflowers. From mugs, 
bowls, and kitchenware, to birdbaths, wall art, and outdoor garden sculptures, 
Clayworks Pottery has unique one-of-a-kind pieces that reflect Jodie’s creativity 
and inspiration from the natural world. 

Hours: May to October, Tuesday to Saturday, 10am to 5pm. Open year round by 
chance or appointment. 
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21. Williams Design Studio—1470 Highway 7A, Bethany 

Email: info@williamsdesignstudio.net | Telephone: (705) 277-2666 | Website: 
Williams Design Studio 

Since 1977, the artisans’ studio has been open in this early Ontario General 
Store in ‘downtown’ Bethany. Paul and Beverley Williams design and build 
exciting wall art, unique garden sculpture, jewellery and sparkling fountains. 
Enjoy their creations and those of other local artists. Outside in the Secret 
Garden (open May to Thanksgiving) there are a dozen of handmade fountains 
and water features. Discover real frogs, fish and faeries hidden among the 
flowers. Paul and Beverley have lovingly restored this heritage building that was 
entirely rebuilt in 1912 after the Great Fire of Bethany in 1911. Levi Sisson, 
Paul’s great, great uncle, had owned and operated this old General Store before 
the fire. Experience the art and heritage of Bethany today. 

Hours: Tuesday to Saturday 10-5, or by appointment. 
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22. Gridley’s Herbs & Aromatherapy—219 Peniel Road, Woodville 

Email: gridley@gridleys.ca | Telephone: (647) 239-2377 | Website: Gridley's 
Herbs and Aromatherapy 

Nestled in the countryside of Kawartha Lakes, Gridley’s offers a wide range of 
handmade soaps and bodycare products. Michele began experimenting with 
soapmaking after a love of gardening and cooking with herbs led her to have 
over 75 different types of herbs growing in her backyard. Now an established 
business, Michele and a small team continue to create herbal and fragrance-
based products with unique and popular scents. Visit Gridley’s to see where the 
herbs are grown, harvested, and dried for use in production, sample some of the 
products, and browse the retail store.  

Hours: May to October on the third weekend of every month (Friday 12noon to 
6pm, Saturday 11am to 5pm and Sunday 11am to 4pm) and year-round by 
appointment. 
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23. Kawartha Art Gallery—190 Kent Street West, Lindsay 

Email: art@kawarthagallery.com | Telephone: (705) 324-1780 | Website: 
Kawartha Gallery 

The Kawartha Art Gallery has been providing a venue to foster and promote the 
interests of citizens in the City of the Kawartha Lakes for over 40 years. The 
Gallery stewards a permanent collection of over 200 extraordinary pieces of 
artwork that belong to the citizens of Kawartha Lakes. Selected pieces from the 
permanent collection are on display throughout the year, as well as an ever-
changing schedule of exhibits of Canadian artists. The Gallery offers art 
programming to schools, youth and adults as well as a schedule of special 
events for the community.  

Hours: Wednesday to Saturday 10am to 4pm. 
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24. Academy Theatre—2 Lindsay Street South, Lindsay 

Email: boxoffice@academytheatre.ca | Telephone: (705) 324-7742 | Website: 
Academy Theatre 

Built in 1892, the Academy Theatre is a historic landmark in downtown Lindsay. 
When the theatre opened its doors in 1893, it was billed as the most acoustically 
perfect theatre in Canada. With original seating for 900 people, there was one 
balcony and one dress circle, with VIP boxes on either side of the stage. Over 
the years, the Academy has held theatrical performances, silent movies, talking 
films, song, dance, and various forms of artistry. Today, the Academy Theatre is 
a cultural hub that presents incredible concerts, community productions, summer 
theatre, and continues to provide a space for emerging and local talent to hone 
their craft and share it on stage.  

Hours: Visit the website for a list of scheduled performances and events.  
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25. Dudley’s Watercolour Studio—1884 Pigeon Lake Road, Lindsay 

Telephone: (705) 308-5746 

Inspired by a lifelong passion for the beauty of nature, artist Graham Dudley 
moved to the magical world of watercolour. Located on the property of Gamiing 
Nature Centre, the studio features original works, inspired by photographs taken 
locally and during travels. Enjoy the natural beauty of Gamiing’s protected lands 
and shore along Pigeon Lake, and then visit the studio to find watercolour 
representations of the beautiful Kawartha Lakes region, including local 
landscapes, old buildings, wildlife, waterscapes and florals.  

Hours: Saturdays and Sunday from 10am to 4pm, May to September. 
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26. Lindsay Little Theatre—55 George Street West 

Email: info@lindsaylittletheatre.com | Telephone: (705) 880-2445 | Website: 
Lindsay Little Theatre 

Take a seat at Lindsay Little Theatre and discover excellence in the performing 
arts through comedy, drama, romance, satire, and more. Lindsay Little Theatre 
was established in the early 1960s, with regular performances at the Academy 
Theatre. In 2002, Lindsay Little Theatre purchased the old Com Cable building 
as its permanent home. Producing quality live theatre for over 50 years, Lindsay 
Little Theatre invites all community members to join in, hone their talents and 
learn all aspects of stagecraft. See you at the next performance!  

Hours: See website for list of performances. 
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27. Rhonda Laursen Studios—75 Laird Drive, Lindsay 

Email: rhondalaursenstudios@gmail.com | Telephone: (705) 340-0005 | Website: 
Rhonda Laursen Studios 

Located on waterfront property overlooking Sturgeon Lake, Rhonda’s studio is 
both a place of work and a source of endless inspiration through the window to 
the outdoors. Rhonda’s experience comes from a journey of self-directed 
experimentation and a quest for technical and expressive excellence by learning 
from other professional artists. Her inspiration comes from the landscape. A 
kayak lays ready for a gentle paddle into nature’s art. Her main mediums are oils 
and acrylics but continue to challenge herself in watercolour, modelling paste, 
resin, woodworking and design.  

Hours: Open Sunday May 27, Monday June 25, Monday July 23, Sunday August 
19, and Monday September 17, 10am to 4pm. Open by appointment any other 
time. 

33 

mailto:rhondalaursenstudios@gmail.com


 

 

 
 

  
 

 

28. Your Dreams in Wood—10 St. Peter Street, Lindsay  

Email: james_lukow@yourdreamsinwood.ca | Telephone: (705) 879-2012 | 
Website: Your Dreams In Wood 

Whatever your dreams, James Lukow can design and build them in wood. As an 
artisan woodworker, he builds heirloom quality custom wood goods that are 
created from domestic species and sheet goods using traditional techniques and 
joinery. James Lukow is inspired by classic makers of timeless pieces—arts & 
crafts, country, modern makers, and what he sees around him. The son of a 
woodworker, he was shown the beauty of wood without paint and the value of 
furniture that is made to last. Visit the fine selection of unique, quality wood 
products, or ask about custom orders to fit you and your style.  

Hours: May to October, open the third Saturday of the month from 9am to 5pm. 
Open year-round by chance or appointment. 
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29. Kawartha Arts Network—2 Lindsay Street South, Lindsay 

Email: info@kawarthaarts.ca | Website: Kawartha Arts Network 

Kawartha Arts Network (KAN) is a not-for-profit artists’ cooperative made up of 
practising artists with a community vision. KAN provides opportunities for 
established and budding artists of all ages to exhibit, develop, and network. 
Every KAN member has the opportunity and responsibility to participate in the 
direction and growth of the co-operative. We are a multi-faceted and welcoming 
community of artists. KAN currently uses the Guild Room on the second floor of 
The Academy Theatre in Lindsay to exhibit selected works from their 
membership. 

Hours: Kawartha Arts Network exhibits in the Guild Room on the second floor of 
the Academy Theatre. View exhibitions during any performance or during box 
office open hours. 
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30. Studio 358—90 Bolton Street, Bocaygeon 

Email: info@studio358.ca | Telephone: (705) 868-5386 | Website: Studio 358 

This crafty couple connected over a shared interest in making things. Five 
months later they enjoyed their first Saturday at the Bobcaygeon Farmer's 
Market. After a very successful season, they expanded and opened Studio 358. 
Studio 358 showcases their one-of-a-kind handmade creations and offers a 
space for local artists and makers to show and sell their work. From handcrafted 
textiles and furniture to wooden products and jewellery, each item has a story of 
its own to share. Studio 358 is also a place to experience the magnificent power 
of creativity firsthand. Check out the website for a listing of creative classes 
offered for all kinds and all walks of life.  

Hours: Wednesday to Monday from 11am to 6pm. Closed Tuesday.  
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31. Globus Theatre—2300 Pigeon Lake Road, Bobcaygeon 

Email: info@globustheatre.com | Telephone: (705) 738-2037 | Website: Globus 
Theatre 

Globus Theatre is a member of OST (Ontario Summer Theatres) and offers a 
diverse and thoroughly entertaining professional summer season and an eclectic 
mix of dramas, murder mysteries and comedy nights at other times throughout 
the year. Their summer line-up comprises a variety of music, comedy and drama 
with a focus on Canadian plays and new works. Now in its 15 th season, Globus 
has produced 8 world premieres and 14 Canadian premieres. Once a working 
cattle barn, their venue, the Lakeview Arts Barn, is now a comfortable and 
contemporary 150 seat theatre with an attached restaurant providing patrons with 
the option to dine here prior to each show (reservations essential).  

Hours: Season runs from June to September. Check specific performance times 
on website.  
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32. Bobcaygeon Music Council— Lock 32 Gazebo, Bobcaygeon 

Email: bobcaygeonmusic@gmail.com | Telephone: (705) 731-7497 | Website: 
Bobcaygeon Music 

Take in a performance presented by the Bobcaygeon Music Council at Lock 32 
in Bobcaygeon during the summer months, set within sight of the Trent Severn 
Waterway. The Council is committed to enriching the music life of the community 
and offers professional music programming throughout the year in addition to the 
Concerts in the Park Series (July- August), including the Music Alive Concert 
Series (October- May), a Summer Music Camp in July, music workshops at local 
schools, and bursaries to local music students. 

Hours: See website for list of performances.  
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33. Kinmount Artisans Marketplace—4995 Monck Road, Kinmount  

Email: lynne.kilby@sympatico.ca | Telephone: (705) 488-1414 | Telephone in off 
season: (705) 448-2938 Website: Kinmount Artisans Marketplace 

Browse the selection of unique, locally made and handcrafted goods by artists 
and artisans at Kinmount Artisans Marketplace. Located in the lower level of the 
Kinmount Community Centre, the Kinmount Artisans Marketplace is a community 
based, not-for-profit cooperative, offering a variety of local arts and handcrafts 
including paintings, photography, ceramics, woodcraft, fibre/textile items and 
stained glass alongside collectables, local authors’ books and souvenirs.  

Hours: Mid-June to Thanksgiving daily 10am to 4pm. Open Friday, Saturday, 
Sunday and Holiday Mondays the rest of the year.  
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34. Six Hunter Street—6 Hunter Street, Kinmount  

Email: aliheacock@gmail.com | Telephone (705) 768-7747 

Visit the charming little studio located in the sun porch of a century home. You’ll 
find drawings, watercolours, handmade dolls, unique crafts, magical wands, fairy 
sticks, and more. Browse the selection of hand-painted tree branches called 
Fiddlesticks, inspired by the natural world, mythology, astrology, spirituality, and 
other cultures. Learn more about the artist’s reflections on culture and stories 
through her selection of art and crafts.  

Hours: May to October on Tuesday, Thursday and Sunday from 11am to 5pm. 
Open any other time by chance or by appointment.  
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35. Station Gallery of Fenelon Falls—103 Lindsay Street, Fenelon Falls 

Email: stationgalleryfenelon@gmail.com | Telephone: (705) 887-1868 | Website: 
Fenelon Station Gallery 

Where heritage and arts intersect…The Train Station Gallery Co-op was 
established in 2005 when a group of local artists made the historic Fenelon Falls 
train station their home. This local landmark was built by Sir William Mackenzie in 
the 1880s in the regular railway design that included a passenger waiting room, 
ticket office and baggage room. Step into the past and browse the diverse work 
of the modern-day cooperative artists. When possible, the artist of the day may 
provide a demonstration of their work. Check out the website for a listing of 
scheduled demonstrations. 

Hours: Friday to Sunday, 10am to 5pm, from Victoria Day weekend to last 
September weekend. Open Wednesday to Sunday, 10am to 5pm, July and 
August. Open all Holiday Mondays. 
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36. Jean Watson Studio—268 Bulmer’s Road, Fenelon Falls 

Email: jimandjeanwatson@gmail.com | Website: Jean Watson Artist 

An avid traveller, Jean Watson has lived in Canada since 1968, teaching French 
and Art. After returning to university as an adult to take art courses, art became a 
consuming passion and her entire life direction was changed. Jean’s work has 
appeared in several countries around the world, and in 1994, she became the 
first foreign artist to have an exhibition in Tehran since the revolution. Visit the 
century barn on Jean’s property that she has set up as a studio and view the 
vibrancy of her work, and her passion for colour.  

Hours: May to October on the first Saturday of the month from 10am to 4pm. 
Open by chance or appointment.  
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37. The Book Lady—24 Market Street, Fenelon Falls 

Email: dana@danathebooklady.ca | Telephone: (705) 886-2665 | Website: Dana 
The Book Lady 

The Book Lady in Fenelon Falls is a small independent bookshop offering new 
and used books, as well as a cafe for handcrafted coffee and tea beverages and 
home-baked goods. The Book Lady specializes in offering a wide selection of 
Canadian literature and Canadiana, as well as personalized book 
recommendations, special orders, giftware for book lovers, kids’ books, 
cookbooks, fiction, and non-fiction books. Browse what’s on the shelves and pick 
up your next read! 

Hours: June to August, Monday-Saturday 10am to 5pm and Sunday 11am to 
4pm. September to May, Tuesday to Saturday, 10am to 5pm.  
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38. Colborne Street Gallery—44 Colborne Street, Fenelon Falls 

Email: info@colbornegallery.ca | Telephone: (705) 887-0997 | Website: Colborne 
Gallery 

Situated in Fenelon Falls, the Jewel of the Kawarthas, Home by Tim + Chris is a 
gallery and workspace for Canadian fine artists, designers, and artisans with an 
emphasis on local works for your home, business or cottage. The gallery exhibits 
an array of paintings, fibre arts, sculpture and various other forms of art. When 
you visit you are welcome to explore our works and speak to our staff about our 
art, artists, design services. We can also help curate your collection and next art 
acquisition. We offer a series of arts-focused workshops and activities, please 
see website for details. We look forward to seeing you.  

Hours: June/July/August open Wednesday to Sunday and holidays, from 10am 
to 6pm. Open Monday and Tuesday by chance or appointment. September to 
May, open by chance or appointment. 
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39. Naturecures Health & Wellness Centre—3235 Country Road 121, Burnt 
River 

Email: keith@naturecures.ca | Telephone: (416) 988-4670 | Website: 
Naturecures 

Arrange a group or personalized nature experience with NatureCures Natural 
Health Center. Learn the nutritional benefits to “naturally” growing, handling and 
preserving local farm fresh foods using permaculture principles. Let NatureCures 
guide you on a nature excursion. Enjoy healthy foods and healing music. In the 
interactive experiences offered, you will be immersed in the excursion, packing 
your nutritious meals while you learn. Take in the beautiful natural settings in 
Kawartha Lakes and the surrounding areas. Enjoy the memorable experience 
and go home with a personalized video of your special day.  

Hours: Store open May to August, 10am to 6pm. Nature excursions available by 
appointment only.  

45 

mailto:keith@naturecures.ca


 

 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

  

40. Garden Art by Sandy—62 Moon Line North, Trent Lakes 

Email: gardenartbysandy@hotmail.com | Telephone: (705) 341-5738 | Website: 
Garden Art By Sandy 

Located on a beautiful wooded lot just outside of Bobcaygeon, take a stroll 
through Sandy’s backyard gardens and woodland path and check out a unique 
assortment of garden art and sculpture. Relax around an open fire in this natural 
setting and take in the beauty and artistry of nature that inspires Sandy. Living in 
the beautiful Kawartha Lakes, Sandy gets to see many of the creatures she 
fashions up close and personal … the blue heron, pileated woodpecker, ducks, 
turtles, and hummingbirds. 

Hours: May to October, Friday, Saturday, and Sunday, 11am to 4pm.  
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41. Miskwaa Studio & Outdoor Art Gallery—250 Edwina Drive, Trent Lakes 

Email: miskwaa.art@gmail.com | Telephone: (416) 889-0096 | Website: Daniel 
Marlatt 

Located along the historically significant Miskwaa Ziibi River (an Anishnaabe 
word meaning Red River), Miskwaa Studio & Outdoor Art Gallery is owned and 
operated by artist Daniel Marlatt. Marlatt is inspired by the landscape of the 
Canadian Shield and the river that runs along the edge of his property and uses 
rock from the river in his work. Experience the unique Outdoor Art Gallery 
(weather dependent) which features art by local artists under a canopy of trees. 
Spend the afternoon, learn about the river’s stories, importance to the 1800s 
logging industry, and explore the property that inspires artistic creativity and 
spirituality. 

Hours: May 1 to October 31 from 1pm to 4pm, or by appointment.  
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42. Kawartha Wilds Pottery—340 Oakridge Road, Trent Lakes 

Email: lucia1367@xplornet.com | Telephone: (705) 657-7484 | Website: 
Kawartha Wilds Pottery 

Located in the heart of cottage country on a quiet, secluded property in the 
woods, Kawartha Wilds Studio features handcrafted pottery, dinnerware, urns, 
sculptures, shawl pins and buttons. Artist Lucia’s work is entirely hand built, in 
stoneware, primitive fire, and Raku. Learn about ancient pottery techniques and 
why each piece is one-of-a-kind! 

Hours: May to October on Fridays from 10am to 6pm. Saturday to Thursday by 
appointment or chance. 
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43. Peace of Earth Pottery—58 Clifford Drive, Dunsford 

Email: peaceofearthpottery@gmail.com | Telephone: (705) 340-8546 | Website: 
Peace Of Earth Pottery 

On property overlooking Sturgeon Lake, Peace of Earth Pottery studio provides a 
calm environment for the creation of stoneware pottery that is both functional and 
sculptural. Sheila’s pottery is mostly thrown on the pottery wheel with stoneware 
clay, fired to Cone 6-7 in an electric kiln. The functional pieces are glazed with 
food safe, microwave safe, dishwasher safe and oven safe glazes. Explore the 
working studio and browse an array of plates, bowls, mugs, vases, and more. 
 

Hours: May to September on Tuesdays from 9am to 3pm. Open by chance or 
appointment year-round.  
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44. Drive through Gallery— along Highway 35, Norland, Rosedale & Coboconk 

Email: chamber@coboconknorland.ca | Telephone: (705) 454-1110 | Website: 
Coboconk Norland 

Heading up north? There are many roads that will take you there. Try taking the 
scenic route through the City of Kawartha Lakes up Highway 35, from rolling hills 
and farmland, to rivers, lakes, trees, and art. Slow down and view from the car or 
stop and admire the original painted banners by local artists that line the Highway 
35 corridor through the communities of Rosedale, Coboconk, and Norland during 
the summer months. Check out the website for details about each work and 
biographies of the artists. 

Hours: The gallery is made up of art banners along the side of the road on 
Highway 35 between Rosedale, Coboconk, and Norland. Start in Rosedale and 
drive along and view the art from a vehicle or park your car and walk along the 
road to view. 
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Inside Station Gallery of Fenelon Falls  
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Scenic 
Drives 

Plain Historic 
Purple Route  

Lindsay to Kirkfield to Sebright drive: 156 kilometer loop 

This loop starts and ends in the bustling village of Lindsay with lots of dining, 
shopping and attractions to choose from. It takes you into the northwest region of 
Kawartha Lakes past rich farms bordered by ancient trees, along the Cardan 
Alvar Important Bird Area and through delightful villages dotted with bake shops 
and artisan studios. 

 Kirkfield Lift Lock – On the Trent-Severn Waterway, Lock 36 is the second 
highest hydraulic lift lock in the world. 

 Quaker Oaks Farm – Stop in for their famous stuffed olives and to explore 
the farm and store, truly a hidden gem in Kawartha Lakes. 

 Balsam lake Stone Walls – 3km of stone walls commissioned by George 
Laidlaw (1828 – 1889). 
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Rolling Hills 
Green Route  

Omemee to Bethany to Lindsay drive: 57.7 kilometers 

This route allows you to explore the Southern region of Kawartha Lakes through 
the stunning Bethany hills. Ski Hill road takes you past the Cham Shan Temple 
site where the largest Buddhist Temple outside of China will be constructed and 
then to Devil’s Elbow Ski and Snowboard Area a winter favourite in Kawartha 
Lakes. Explore the village of Bethany and the old sto ne houses along the way, 
finishing the route with a stop at Doube’s Trestle Bridge on the Kawartha Trans 
Canada Trail. 

 Doube’s Trestle Bridge – Remarkable sightseeing opportunities for trail users 
on the Kawartha Trans Canada Trail. 

 Williams Design Studio – Visit the secret garden, explore the studio and meet 
the artisans. 

 Wutai Shan Buddhist Garden Site (Cham Shan Temple) – Future site of the 
largest Buddhist temple complex outside of China, currently under 
construction. 
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Farm to Shield 
Orange Route  

Bobcaygeon to Kinmount to Norland to Coboconck to Rosedale: 62.2 Kilometers 

 
This drive in the northeastern corner of Kawartha Lakes brings you back to 
nature and our agricultural heritage. The increasingly frequent outcroppings of 
rock on County Road 49 signify the end of the fertile farmland to the south. In fall, 
stands of scarlet maples, yellow poplars, rusty oaks and green cedars make this 
drive especially lovely. When you reach the village of Norland, watch for a sign 
on Hwy 35 for Elliot Falls, the perfect site for a picnic. 
 
  Austin Sawmill and Train Museum – A must see attraction in the village of 

Kinmount. 
  Canada’s Fresh Water Summit – Canada’s highest body of fresh water from 

which one can circumnavigate the world.  
  NatureCures – Nature experience and farm fresh destination.  
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Lovely Lakesides 
Red Route 

Lindsay to Bobcaygeon to Fenelon Falls: 72.4 Kilometers 

This lakeside scenic drive is not a loop; you will need to double back to return to 
the start or stop off the route where ever you choose. This drive brings you to the 
towns of Lindsay, Bobcaygeon and Fenelon Falls where you will find endless 
places to explore including museums, dining and shopping. Be sure to stop for 
Kawartha Dairy Ice Cream along this route for an authentic taste of Kawartha 
Lakes. 

 Sturgeon Point Church – This historic site is remarkable with its unique 
octagonal design it is a must see. 

 Lakeview Arts Barn – Home of the Globus Theatre situated outside the village 
of Bobcaygeon offering memorable entertainment and experiences. 

 Lindsay’s Old Mill – Steeped in history the Mill at Old Mill Park in the town of 
Lindsay is a great site for a stroll along the river and picnic. 
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Kawartha Lakes 
Maps 

Kawartha Lakes 
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Curve Lake 

Trent Lakes 

Bethany and Pontypool 
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Fenelon Falls 
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Kinmount 

Kirkfield 
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Taste our 
Culinary Culture  

Inspired by heritage and diverse traditions, culinary culture in Kawartha Lakes 
celebrates our unique identities and expresses our local values. Recipes passed 
down from generation to generation continue to be “comfort food” and a taste of 
home. Ingredients and seeds that settlers brought with them have helped to 
continue those culinary traditions in a new place. Our food customs express our 
cultural identities. 

In Kawartha Lakes, it’s also important to know where your food comes from and 
how it’s prepared. Farming is a central part of our communities, culture and 
heritage. We value high quality food and encourage farm to table practice 
through the use of locally available and locally sourced goods. We have farmers 
who preserve fresh produce for the winter season and will teach you how to 
forage for native plants and wild edibles. Come and immerse yourself in our local 
culinary experiences, and feast on amazing fare prepared by locals with stories 
to share. 

Lunch at Olympia Restaurant in Lindsay 
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45. Kawartha Coffee Company—58 Bolton Street, Bobcaygeon 

Telephone: (705) 738-1500 | Website: Kawartha Coffee 

KCC (Kawartha Coffee Company) is a vibrant culinary cultural destination in Bobcaygeon 
featuring farm to table local ingredients, and great food and drink with global flavour. Latin 
influence abounds here with a global twist on traditional Mexican food. KCC was originally 
established as an organic fair trade coffee shop 2005 after the owner witnessed coffee farmers 
protesting for living wages in Mexico City. The cafe has outgrown its location twice and 
recently relocated to this new space at 58 Bolton St. that was once the town doctor’s office. 
The large 110 seat patio has an artsy vibe with an eclectic art collection from the late world 
famous figure skater Toller Cranston and whimsical art pieces picked up on travels throughout 
Mexico, lots of flowers and greenery, gazebos and shade umbrellas - even a food truck that 
features everything from tacos to deep fried cheese curds! The craft beer bar offers local craft 
beer including Bobcaygeon’s own Old Dog Brewery, a great wine selection and amazing hand-
made margaritas and mojitos. The inside cafe menu features healthy grab and go sandwiches, 
salads, sweet treats and specialty beverages. 

There is something for everyone at this destination – including live music if your timing is right!  
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46. Quaker Oaks Farm—789 Monck Road, Sebright 

Email: quakeroaksfarm@hotmail.com | Telephone: (705) 833-2370 | Website: 
Quaker Oaks Farm 

Experience the authentic, rural, whimsical charm of Quaker Oaks Farm. Browse 
the roadside shop that features an eclectic mix of great food, art, crafts, gifts and 
souvenirs. Famous for handmade stuffed olives and an award-winning butter tart, 
Quaker Oaks’ recipes have been passed down generations and have deep roots 
in family heritage and customs. Stop by the market stand for seasonal produce 
and savour the rich traditions of farming and local food production. This family-
run business also houses an animal sanctuary where rescue animals live in 
peace, as part of the family. For twenty years now, Quaker Oaks Farm has 
offered folks a welcoming place to stretch, relax, eat and take in a moment on the 
farm. 

Hours: Saturday to Thursday 8am to 6pm; Open Fridays 8am to 7pm. 
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47. Olympia Restaurant—106 Kent Street West, Lindsay 

Email: info@olympiarestaurant.ca | Telephone: (705) 328-1444 | Website: 
Olympia Restaurant 

The Olympia first opened as The Olympia Candy Works in 1906. Customers could watch soda 
jerks create ice cream fantasies and buy handmade chocolates and candies. When owner Mr. 
Bakogeorge retired,he sold the business to Chris Tozios, who re-named it The Olympia Tea 
Room. When Mr.Tozios died, his wife - affectionately known as “Ma Tozios” ran the Tea Room 
for almost 50 years. It was a popular place to sip cherry cokes, eat fries and chocolate 
sundaes while listening to juke box music. Around 1980, the restaurant was sold to the 
Karkabasis, who had a family connection to the Bakogeorges. They renovated and renamed it 
The Olympia Restaurant Café and Bar. In 1993 daughter Nicki and her husband, Costas 
Dedes took over, eager to reinforce its Greek roots. They renovated to reflect the serene 
beauty of the Mediterranean, added the sidewalk patio and introduced a menu featuring 
healthy Mediterranean cuisine and many of their own family’s Greek recipes. 

Hours: Monday to Wednesday, 11am to 8pm. Thursday to Saturday, 11am to 9pm. Closed 
Sunday 
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Tacos at Kawartha Coffee Company in Bobcaygeon 

65 



 

Our 
Natural Heritage  

Kawartha Lakes is a large municipality of 3,085 km2 that boasts diverse 
landscapes and ecosystems, from the rolling hills and deep glacial valleys of 
the Oak Ridges Moraine in the south, to the rich wetlands, lakes, forests, and 
rocky terrain of the north. Throughout our history, human ingenuity and the 
hunger for resources has altered the natural landscape with inventions and 
infrastructure that have fundamentally changed our natural environment. 
Towering forests gave way to viable farmland and lumber quotas. Free 
flowing rivers were altered and diverted by a series of locks and dams, that to 
this day, control water levels and provide the world-famous Trent Severn 
Waterway navigational system for recreational use.  

Today, we learn from the past. The organizations we feature on the Trail are 
actively working to protect natural heritage, preserve ecosystems for 
endangered plants, animals, and birds, restore native habitats, maintain 
healthy ecosystems and educate our communities on how we can participate 
in these processes. Explore the natural world and learn the value of 
protecting wild places for future generations to come. 
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 Collecting tall grass prairie seeds at Ballyduff Trails in Pontypool 
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48. Ballyduff Trails—851 Ballyduff Road, Pontypool  

Email: info@kawarthalandtrust.org | Telephone: (705) 743-5599 | Website: 
Kawartha Land Trust 

Explore the unique landscape and rolling hills of the Oak Ridges Moraine at 
Ballyduff Trails. The network of trails is located on the McKim-Garsonnin 
property, protected through a conservation easement agreement with the 
Kawartha Land Trust. Enjoy extensive views of the headwaters of Fleetwood 
Creek. KLT hosts annual events on the property to aid in the restoration of the 
Tall Grass Prairie—a rare and disappearing habitat that once covered a large 
part of the landscape. 

Hours: The trail network is open year-round. Visit kawarthalandtrust.org for a 
map. 
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49. Carden Alvar—2798 Kirkfield Road, Kirkfield 

Telephone: (705)326-1620 | Website: Couchiching Conservation 

Just north of Kirkfield, discover Carden Alvar—a globally imperiled landscape 
composed of limestone bedrock with little soil, marked by spring floods and 
summer droughts. Carden’s alvars are critical to the survival and conservation of 
rare plants and animals that are specially adapted to live in harsh conditions. 
Over 7,500 acres of land has been protected and provides a habitat for over 230 
bird species, including the largest Ontario breeding population of Loggerhead 
Strike, an internationally endangered bird. Check out the website for details on 
where to access the protected properties and walking trails. 

Hours: Year round. For information on the various properties protected by the 
Couchiching Conservancy on the Carden Alvar and how to access them, please 
visit the website. 
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50. Gaming Nature Centre—1884 Pigeon Lake Road, Lindsay 

info@gamiing.org | (705) 928.0263 | Website: Gamiing 

Discover and appreciate the natural world at Gamiing Nature Centre, protected in 
perpetuity by a conservation easement with Kawartha Land Trust. Walk through 
forests, meadows, and wetlands, and along the natural shoreline on the 5-km 
trail network open year-round. Participate in eco-educational programs, 
workshops, and special events geared towards creating sustainable ecosystems 
and fostering better stewardship of our natural resources.  
 

Hours: Trails are open year-round. Visit the website for events and workshops.  
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Arts & Heritage Trail 
Experiences 

Experiential tourism is a form of travel in which the visitor goes beyond the usual 
mass tourism draws and participates in activities that enable them to experience 
a place by directly connecting to its history, people and culture. Visitors can learn 
new skills, participate in local projects, or work with local masters to create their 
own masterpiece. By engaging with the locals, visitors experience the authentic 
hands-on dimensions of a place and its people through storytelling, delicious 
food and sights that turn to memories that last a lifetime. 

The Calden Alvar  
Nature Photography Experience 
In this nature photography experience you will learn how to capture the rare 
birds, wildflowers, and unique landscape of the Carden Alvar. Located northeast 
of Lake Simcoe, the Carden Alvar is a crucial habitat for the survival of globally 
rare birds and has an incredible diversity of wildlife, unique grasslands, shrub 
lands, forests and wetlands. Explore the Carden Alvar and acquire expert 
photographic instruction with award-winning photographer Arni Stinnissen. 
Aspiring photographers will hone their photography skills through formal 
instruction and one-on-one direction in the field.  

For additional information visit our website at: Kawartha Lakes Experiences 

“I had no idea that there are so many rare birds and unusual plants in the Carden 
Alvar. I learned a huge amount about the Alvar bird species and their songs and 
received instruction that has elevated my photography to a whole new level. Arni 
is a very knowledgeable instructor about the area and about wildlife photography 
– he made the experience memorable for me. I now look for and listen for birds in 
a whole new way. And Quaker Oaks farm and food was incredible!”- Steve S. 
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The Balsam Lake Dry Stone Wall  
Restoration and Laidlaw Homestead Experience 

The historic three-kilometer-long dry stone walls along the south shore of Balsam 
Lake were commissioned by George Laidlaw in 1880 for his Fort Ranch property, 
where he raised sheep and cattle imported from Scotland and the Jersey and 
Guernsey Islands. The Laidlaw homestead and the walls that surround it are the 
focus of this experience. Visitors will learn about the George Laidlaw legacy from 
his great, great grandson, and under the instruction of master dry stone waller, 
John Shaw Rimmington, will learn the art of dry stone walling and help to restore 
a section of the wall that has fallen under disrepair. Local food, folk music and a 
sheep herding demonstration help to recreate the essence of the era in which 
these walls were originally built. For more information go to Arts and Heritage 
Trail experiences at Kawartha Lakes Experiences  
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“Doug’s passion for his family history and the anecdotes he shared as we walked 
through a place clearly steeped in so much history, built excitement for what was 
to come. The walk down the road along the walls was the perfect way to see the 
scale of the walls, as well as the varying states of condition. John and Doug 
brought this experience to life. John is a fantastic teacher and his passion for 
walls is contagious. Doug’s deep interest in his family history and openness to 
share stories, allow participants to take part in family traditions, all helped to 
immerse everyone in the experience. As a participant, I felt incredibly welcome, 
and I felt like I too contributed to this long family legacy by laying stones down.”- 
Lyndsey F. 
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Legends & Lore 
Walking Tours 

Legends & Lore is a series of self-guided audio walking tours provided by the 
City of Kawartha Lakes. These tours provide visitors and residents with the 
opportunity to walk through the past in unique communities within the Kawartha 
Lakes and to experience the area’s heritage firsthand. 

Omemee  
Walking Tour 
The Omemee Legends & Lore Audio Walking Tour includes 15 stories about the 
origin and interesting history of Omemee. The walking tour starts at Legends & 
Lore Marker Sign number 1, located just to the west of Coronation Hall near the 
corner of King Street West (Highway 7) and Sturgeon Road North. The stories 
and the map for the Audio Walking Tours can be accessed at Arts and Heritage 
Trail and clicking on the Legends and Lore icon on the opening page to the left of 
the map. 
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Lindsay  
Walking Tour 

The Lindsay Legends & Lore Audio Walking Tour includes 22 stories about the 
origin and sometimes quirky history of Downtown Lindsay. The walking tour 
starts at Legends & Lore Marker Sign number 1, located at the top of Victoria 
Park, at the corner of Kent Street West and Victoria Avenue North. The stories 
and the map for the Audio Walking Tours can be accessed at Arts and Heritage 
Trail and clicking on the Legends and Lore icon on the opening page to the left of 
the map. 
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Are you interested in learning more about how to become a destination on the 
Arts & Heritage Trail? 
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Contact the Economic Development Officer-Arts, Culture and Heritage 
Toll free: 1-888-822-2225 extension 1498 or by Email: 
tourism@kawarthalakes.ca 
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Explore 
Kawartha Lakes 

Less Netflix. More R & R. 

Explore Kawartha Lakes 
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Experience Culture In 

Kawartha Lakes 

Natural Heritage | Heritage | Culinary Culture | Arts 

Arts and Heritage Trail  
 
Explore Kawartha Lakes  
 
This initiative is managed by the City of Kawartha Lakes and supported 
by the Province of Ontario through the Ministry of Tourism, Culture and 
Sport and the Kawarthas Northumberland. 

Support has also been provided by the Ontario Trillium Foundation for 
the printing of this publication. 
 
The City of Kawartha Lakes has made every effort to ensure accuracy 
as of time of printing. Operations reserve the rights to change listing 
information.  
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